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Dear CES Families,
We hope you have had a great start to your 2017-2018 school year!  This is going to be an exciting new year at Columbia as we will be implementing a new Character Building Program that teaches students characteristics for success including Action, Mission, Leadership, Collaboration, Empathy, Teamwork & Service.  
We will assign a characteristic to each grade and they will compete with each other to earn “points” throughout the year by demonstrating Character.  To start this off, the PTA is excited to present our Building Character Fundraiser which will be our main fundraiser for the year.  The PTA has a goal of $30,000 since it is our MISSION to be able to provide support to our students & faculty in the following ways:
· Purchase Subscription to The Leader in Me Program – Cost = $10,500
· Purchase School-Wide Subscription to Renaissance Instructional Programs – Cost = $14,000
· Provide Academic Support & Tutoring Services for Students – Cost = $5,000
We are depending on the TEAMWORK of our CES families, teachers & staff to help us meet our goal!  With approximately 850 students enrolled at Columbia Elementary, a $40 individual/$80 family donation will raise enough to help us meet our goal of $30,000 so that we can continue our technology & student success initiatives.  This is also a great opportunity for COLLABORATION with your family, friends, neighbors, local businesses & even employers that provide matching programs for employee charitable donations to get involved in your children’s education!
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]This SERVICE to the school is simple – students can use the script (on the back of this page) to collect tax-deductible donations, parents copy/complete the attached form & then send back in to the school no later than September 8th.  
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Students with donations of:
· $40-$79 will receive recognition on our "Wall of Stars"
· $80-$149 will receive recognition on our "Hall of Fame" Plaque
· $150+ will receive recognition in the 2017-2018 Columbia Elementary Yearbook!
Also, each grade will earn 1 point for every $100 raised.  At the end of the year, the grade with the most points (from the fundraiser & other ways like Leader of the Month nominations) will win a Character Trophy and a popsicle party! 
Totals will be calculated & communicated DAILY during our fundraising period between August 28th – September 8th.  
Columbia Elementary School has the best students, teachers and families!  We know that with your help our school we will be successful as we strive to reach our stars!
Thank you for your help!
CES PTA
Student Script For Contacting Family, Friends & Neighbors

Hello, 

This is __________. 

In school, I am learning about how ACTION, MISSION, LEADERSHIP, COLLABORATION, EMPATHY, TEAMWORK and SERVICE are all Characteristics for Success.  

This year my school is raising money to help pay for programs that help students.  Part of what I am learning in school is that it takes COLLABORATION & TEAMWORK in order for my school to reach our goal.  I need your help.  My MISSION is to raise at least ___________ for Columbia Elementary School.

I hope you can help by donating money to our school!

Thank you!
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*To reach our goal we need students to raise at least $40 each or $80 per family*
**PLEASE TURN IN FULL AMOUNT RAISED ALL TOGETHER**
Character Building Fundraiser
Student(s) Name(s):_______________________________________________________

Teacher(s):_______________________________  Grade(s):_______________________

Please make checks payable to: CES PTA
*Include Driver’s License # on Your Check*
Donations are tax-deductible!
Please Choose Your Donation Level -OR- Amount Raised:
____$20     ____$40     ____$60     ____$80     ____$100     ____other $_____
____ I own a business & am interested in donating. Please contact me with more information.
Business Name:___________________________________________________________
Contact Name:____________________________________________________________
Phone: (___)_________________ Email:_______________________________________

We appreciate your support!
Please use the attached envelope to send in your donation to the school 
Or Mail To :
CES PTA – Character Building Fundraiser
667 Balch Rd.
Madison, AL 35758

FOR PTA USE ONLY
Received By:_______________________________  Date Received:_________________
Total Amount Received:____________________
Cash________________  -or-  Check Number(s):_________________________________
$40-$79 Prize Distributed:__________________________________________________
$80-$149 Prize Distributed:_________________________________________________
$150+ Prize Distributed:____________________________________________________
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